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the conditions with which he was confronted, and
fully appreciated the opportunity for making a
great empire. The Mediterranean was even then
the basin upon which touched the greatest empire
of the world; and the Egyptians understood the
value of their geographical situation. The Phte-
nicians were already a powerful commercial peo-
ple. The Hebrews formed an important center of
influence in Canaan. What relation should As-
syria come to sustain to these powers of antiquity I
An augury of the answer to that question came
as Asshurnazirpal halted on the Lebanon. The
people of Tyre, of Sidon, of Tripolis,1 and of Arvatl
sent splendid gifts, a fatal blunder, for it was a
confession of weakness, which would be noted and
remembered by the Assyrians. It was a recogni-
tion of the power of the Assyrian arms, of which
almost every Assyrian king boasts in the stereo-
typed phrase: "By the might of the terrible arms;'1
and the Assyrians would bring forth yet greater
daring as they remembered that the commercial
rulers of the west feared their power too greatly
to test it. And, worst of all, it was a confession
to the world that these western peoples, who fronted
the Mediterranean cared more for the profits of
their commerce than for freedom. We shall see
very shortly the results of this Bending of gifts to
the Assyrian king. Asshurnazirpul had achieved

'In Asshurnazirpal's account three citietf arc mentioned; Makhallat,
Maia, and Kaiz (Annals, col. iii, 86), Delitaseh (Parodies, p. 282) makes
it probable that these three formed Tripolia, and Sayce apparently agrees
(Records of the Past, Now Series, ix, p. 1T2, noto 1),